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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, IV 

SUBJECT: ARAB DELEGATION VISITS IVORY COAST 
DEPT PASS USINT DAMASCAS 
REF: ACCRA 324 

1. PARLIAMENTARY MISSION OF FEDERATION OF ARAB REPUBLICS VISITED 
ABIDJAN JANUARY 17-19. HEADED BY SYRIA'S MOHAMMED TAHAR HAD AD, 
OTHER MEMBERS WERE OMAR TOSSON ABDEL- WAHAD OF EGYPT AND ABASS 
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HOUIJI OF LIBYA. EGYPTIAN EMBASSY HERE TOOK CARE OF THEM LOCALLY. 
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2. DELEGATION, WHICH SAID IT CAME TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR 
IVORIAN BREAK WITH ISRAEL AND SUPPORT OF ARAB SIDE, WENT THROUGH 
USUAL ROUND OF COURTESY CALLS ON KEY OFFICIALS. ACCORDING TO 
IVORIAN DEPUTY KOUASSI-TOLLAH, WHO SERVED AS ONE OF HOST OFFICIALS, 
MEETINGS WERE ALL ROUTINE WITH EXCEPTION OF THAT WITH PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY. ALTHOUGH SOURCE DID NOT ATTEND THE LATTER, HE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT ARABS RAISED SEVERAL CONCRETE QUESTIONS RELATING 
TO IVORIAN SUPPORT FOR ARAB CAUSE. 

3. NEWS MEDIA REPORTED THAT THE DELEGATION SPENT ONE AND ONE-HALF 
HOURS WITH HOUPHOUET, AFTER WHICH IT PRAISED THE IVORIAN LEADER'S 
INTIMATE UNDERSTANDING OF MIDEAST AND PALESTINIAN PROBLEMS AND 
ALLUDED TO THE DISCREET BUT PRODUCTIVE ROLE HE HAS PLAYED IN SEARCH 
FOR PEACE IN THAT AREA. IT EXPRESSED HOPE HE WOULD CONTINUE TO 
WORK FOR JUST SOLUTION TO ACCOMPLISH ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM 
TERRITORIES AND REESTABLISHMENT OF PALESTINIANS IN LEGITIMATE 
RIGHTS. HAD AD ALSO TOLD PRESS IN VAGUE TERMS AFTER MEETING WITH 
HOUPHOUET THAT AFRICA WOULD REMAIN IN PRIVILEGED POSITION ON 
QUESTION OF PETROLEUM. IT SEEMS THAT FINMIN BEDIE ALSO BORE IN ON 
SAME PROBLEM AND RECEIVED SIMILAR ASSURANCES. KOUASSI-TOLLAH SAID 
HIS OWN EFFORTS IN CONVERSATION TO GET DELEGATION TO ENTER 
SPECIFICS OF ENERGY QUESTION AS IT AFFECTS LDCS RECEIVED BRUSH-OFF. 

4. AT DEPARTING AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE, HAD AD WAS ASKED HIS OPINION 
OF CRITICISM-COMMON AMONG ARAB DIPLOMATS HERE-OF IVORIAN 
TARDINESS IN BREAKING WITH ISRAEL. HE REPLIED IT IS BETTER TO 
REFLECT ON ACTION RATHER THAN TAKE IT PRECIPITOUSLY. HE SAID 
HOUPHOUET WAS GIVEN MISSION OF DIALOGUING FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, 
THAT HE GAVE IN AND BROKE ONLY WHEN HE SAW ISRAEL WOULD NOT BUDGE 
FROM ITS POSITION. ONCE AGAIN HAD AD WAS ASKED QUESTION CURRENTLY 

IN ALL THINKING IVORIANS' MINDS ABOUT ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES HERE 
OF PETROLEUM PROBLEM. HE STATED THAT ARABS WILL DO EVERYTHING TO 
INSURE THAT ECONOMIES OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES WOULD NOT BE HARMED. 
ONCE ISRAEL HAS LIBERATED OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND HAS PERMITTED 
PALESTINIANS TO RECOVER HOMELAND AND DIGNITY, THERE WILL BE 
PETROLEUM GALORE, HE ADDED. 

5. IN SUM, VISIT APPEARED RATHER ROUTINE. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF'S 
COMMENT TO EGYPTIAN DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE THAT THINGS LOOKED AS IF 
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THEY WENT WELL, HIS ONLY REPLY WAS SARCASTIC QUOTE DO YOU REALLY 
THINK SO? UNQUOTE. IVORIANS WERE HOSPITABLE AND VOLATILE, AS ALWAYS, 
BUT ONE DID NOT HAVE IMPRESSION THEY WERE OVERJOYED BY IT ALL. 

THEY LET ARABS DO ALL TME TALKING TO PRESS AND MADE NO PUBLIC 
DECLARATIONS THEMSELVES. PRINCIPAL IVORIAN CONCERN NOW IS OVER 
INCREASED PRICE OF PETROLEUM, AND IT IS DOUBTFUL THEY RECEIVED ANY 
REAL SATISFACTION ON THIS FROM VISITORS. 

DIAMANTI 
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